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House of Burgess: Lewinsky pays 'Price of 
Shame' 


Former White House intern gives powerful speech 


By Rob Burgess 
Tribune columnist 


The ‘90s was the best decade that’s happened during my lifetime. The Cold 


War was over. The economy thrived. Our military was mostly idle. 


As a barometer of the actual, relatively minor amount of threat we were 
under, I always cite our national obsession with tawdry news stories like the 
Monica Lewinsky affair. But it’s easy to forget, there are human beings in 


those circuses. 


“It may surprise you to learn that I’m actually a person,” wrote Lewinsky in 
the June 2014 issue of Vanity Fair, breaking a decade-long silence. “In 
1998, when news of my affair with Bill Clinton broke, I was arguably the 


most humiliated person in the world.” 


In a speech delivered Thursday at TED2015: Truth & Dare in Vancouver, 
Canada, titled “The Price of Shame,” she called herself “patient zero of 
losing a personal reputation on a global scale almost instantaneously.” 


Lewinsky has a solid claim to this title. 


Matt Drudge first broke the story Jan. 17, 1998, a milestone for online 
media. Fittingly, given the format, the story’s lede ended with an 


exclamation point. 


“At the last minute, at 6 p.m. on Saturday evening, Newsweek magazine 
killed a story that was destined to shake official Washington to its 
foundation: A White House intern carried on a sexual affair with the 
President of the United States! The Drudge Report has learned that 
reporter Michael Isikoff developed the story of his career, only to have it 


spiked by top Newsweek suits hours before publication,” it read. 


The verbal contortions the Clintons worked themselves into in the aftermath 


gave us some of the most memorable political quotations ever: 


e “I did not have sexual relations with that woman, Ms. Lewinsky. I never 
told anybody to lie, not a single time; never. These allegations are false.” — 


President Clinton, Jan. 26, 1998, White House press conference 


e “Tt is this vast, right-wing conspiracy.” — Hillary Clinton, Jan. 27, 1998, 


interview with Matt Lauer on “The Today Show” 


e “It depends on what the meaning of the word ‘is’ is. ... If ‘is’ means is and 
never has been, that is not — that is one thing. If it means there is none, 
that was a completely true statement. ... Now, if someone had asked me on 
that day, are you having any kind of sexual relations with Ms. Lewinsky, 
that is, asked me a question in the present tense, I would have said no. And 
it would have been completely true.” — President Clinton’s grand jury 


testimony, Aug. 17, 1998 


I poured over excerpts from the subsequent Starr Report between classes 
one day in high school. It was one of the most lurid texts I had read up to 


that point, usurping Michael Crichton’s novel “Disclosure.” 


In the present tense, I’ll admit to having way too much fun revisiting this 
scandal. I think we should all thank Monica for disappearing for the past 10 
years — for her sake, as well as ours. It’s not unfathomable to imagine an 
alternate side reality where she is everywhere all the time forever, 
permanently employable on the reality show circuit. Lewinsky’s re- 


emergence is happening right on schedule with the overwhelming 


assumption Hillary Clinton will become president next year, email 


notwithstanding. 


“T’ve begun to find it debilitating to plot out the cycle of my life based, to 
some degree, on the political calendar,” Lewinsky wrote in the Vanity Fair 
piece. “It’s time to burn the beret and bury the blue dress. And move 


forward.” 


No matter what happens with the 2016 election, the Clintons will live out 
their days comfortably wealthy. By contrast, through her silence, Lewinsky 


has turned down more money than most of us will ever see. 


When their relationship started in November 1995, Bill Clinton was a 
married, 41-year-old father — not to mention the most powerful man in the 
world and hands down the most attractive, charming president since JFK. 
Monica was 22, barely an adult at the time, yet she was the one who was 
hounded out of the possibility of ever having any semblance of a normal life. 
Now, she’s back. And what is she asking for? Nothing more than for you to 


imagine what it must be like to be her. 


Rob Burgess, Tribune night editor, may be reached by calling 765-454-8577, 
via email at rob.burgess@kokomotribune.com or on Twitter at 


twitter.com/robaburg. 


